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HARMONIOUS COMMUNICATION and 


COMFORTABLE COORDINATION 


message from the 
Councils' Chairman 


Adolph Weinzirl, 


The decision send out this issue The Coordinator the first 
accomplishment your new Executive Committee. will re- 
called that the members the Executive Committee elected 
the last meeting the Council May 20, 1954, are: 


Adolph Weinzirl, M.D., Chairman 
Will Drum, Vice-Chairman 

Curtis Avery, Secretary- Treasurer 
Jessie Brodie, M.D.) 


Kenneth Ross Members 
Florence Abel 
Bertha Kohlhagen Large 


Meetings the committee are scheduled for every other week 
and hoped may rapidly able set the various Coun- 
cil activities for the coming year. 


These activities decided the Council include distribution 
The Coordinator, specified committee meetings, and general 
Council meetings. These are all devices for furthering commu- 
nication among those family life and social hygiene 
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has taken long time decide what coordination means, For 
those who have been attempting some the major efforts involv- 
moving toward Coordinating Council goals has come 
mean essentially the harmonious exchange information, Com- 
fortable coordination activities seems automatically the 
result, Uncomfortable coordination, though seemingly desirable 
times, appears impossible. Discovery this principle has 
been initially frustrating but finally rewarding learning exper- 
now feel certain our Council work that are not 
attempting the feel sure are moving directly 
and succesfully toward Council goals, True, are equally 
certain their achievement will not the form that type 
coordination which all subscribe lip-service but which 
always rejected daily living. 


The problem the Council, then, find ways proving 
opportunities for the exchange information, the neighborly 
visiting which now know the only method promoting com- 
fortable coordination. the solving this problem, the Execu- 
tive Committee needs and bespeaks the help every Council mem- 
ber. 


page one there appears short article Curtis Avery 

the use family life education films, This appropriate sub- 
ject for this time year when many program chairmen are pre- 

paring their schedules for the months ahead. The article abridg- 

from paper which Mr. Avery read before sectional meeting 

the National Conference Family Relations Oakland, Cal- 

ifornia, July 1954, where also addressed general session 

Fire Power Community Family Life 


Also included this issue are lists books recently added the 
collections dealing with family life and allied subjects the Lib- 
rary Association Portland and the E.C. Brown Trust. Books 
from the Portland Library may borrowed card holders; those 
from the Brown Trust any reader The Coordinator, Request 
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Curtis Avery 
Director, Brown Trust 
Professor Education 
University Oregon 


Films for family life education possess siren-like appeal 
group leaders, teachers and P-TA program chairmen which 
has lured thousands meetings and class sessions ship- 
wreck the barren rocks apathy and 


avoid such wrecks not necessary plug the ears did 
Ulysses' crewmen, bound the mast was their 
leader. may heed the appeal films; but must under- 
stand more about their relation education, more about the 

faults that all too many manufacturers have built into them, and 
something about how overcome the obstacles that these faults 
present, 


Films for family life education are simply aids learning how 

become better family members and That apparently 

naive statement is, reality, heavily charged with important 

Those two words, aids and learning carry the 
charge. 


Learning, the true sense, changing the individual's way 
responding the impulses which come into his central nerv- 
ous system. family life education, learning must involve change 
attitudes, feelings and thinking resulting from the impulses 
related the behavior other family members end the situa- 
tions created family membership. "All learning," has been 
said, "involves individual effort and discovery, produced under 
initial frustration and thrives rewarding experiences," 


Instruction means learning. One the most important 
functions instruction motivate learning. Films are tools 
instruction. Therefore, the function films family life 
education not show people how bring children, how 
choose mate and "get along husband, wife brothers 
and sisters; rather the function these make people 
want these things intelligently and successfully, and help 
provide the opportunity for individual effort and discovery and the 


THE USE FILMS FOR FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION 


rewarding experiences which make learning how better 
family member 


Ideally, then, family life education films should constructed 
that they leave the audience with the feeling necessity for 
further effort and personal responsibility for carrying the sub- 
ject for seeking additional light. They should create 
the audience compulsion finish unfinished business, fill 
missing items and achieve sense satisfactory completeness 
through their own activity. 


This the basis the film forum idea, generally accepted 
method family life education both for pupils school and for 
there discussion period which the audience's need for 
reaction, for the filling-in missing items and the achievement 
completeness least partially satisfied. 


Such discussion periods are not always satisfying the audience 
the discussion leader--as most know from bitter ex- 
perience. The reasons for the failure many film forum 
sessions are two: (1) All but scant half-dozen the family life 
films available tend prevent discussion rather than promote 
it, and (2) discussion leaders have not developed skill cir- 
cumventing the obstacles presented the films they show. Let 
examine these two statements more fully. 


Especially lacking the quality promoting discussion are those 
films based textbooks recognized many 
most these one has the feeling that the makers have attempted 
supply all the answers. Instead opening the subject dis- 
cussion and giving just enough information the "unfinished bus- 
can finished with some degree satisfaction they either 
completely satisfy the audience fail touch this, 
course, they share the faults the textbooks from which they 
are derived far genuine learning concerned. This fault 
implicit the textbook method education; but need not 

implicit films. 


The saddest commentary many the available family life 
education films that, while audiences and leaders may dis- 
satisfied with the discussion which follows their showing, they usually 
insist that they the films. Probably the audiences are 

sincere inthis. The films did all the work for 

difficult, involves frustration and disturbing change. Conse- 
quently may say cynically that tend like the films that 

make the least contribution learning. And the vicious circle 
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established, because like and dislike films naturally effects 
the box office index--the sales and the making more films 
the same kind, 


The second cause failure film forum sessions has with 
skills avoiding the implicit the films themselves, 
approach this positively, has ramifications even apart 
from the actual conduct the discussion period. One these 
has with the selection and scheduling films the light 

understanding their function the learning 


Since films are aids instruction, obvious that instruction 
must forward both before and after the showing. Thus films 
are best used series, parts instructional units ex- 
tending over days, weeks one-time shots the 
dark. Offenses against this rule are many. It's easy kill 

hour with film that raises questions and leaves unfinish- 
business, Or, thinking films ends themselves, media 
only for offering information, and wanting offer much infor- 
mation possible, program chairmen teachers sometimes 
schedule not one but two more filmis for showing single 
meeting. doubtful that any learning all takes place under 
such circumstances, 


Again let emphasize that discussion leaders and teachers should 
understand that matter how good film may only 

aid family life education. may better tool than the piece 
chalk and the blackboard for certain aspects education, but 
itself and without intelligent use only little more likely 

bring about true learning than the chalk and the blackboard 
resting mutely before captive audience. And audiences them- 
selves may profitably have this fact pointed out them the 
leader teacher. 


This brings the skills and methods actual film showings 
and The suggested rules are few; the skills demand- 
are subtle but they may acquired both lay and 
leaders. 


First, tell the audience what the film and what look for 
before screened, This made necessary partly because the 
audience conditioned films relaxed semi- 
detached passive mood during the showing films. 


The introduction may brief synopsis the film, should 
also include reference specific scenes ideas which may 
alarming threatening some members the audience. For 
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instance, showing ''Human Beginnings" well prepare for 
Lee, the rejected and hostile warning against over- 
generalization and identification appropriate introducing 
"Preface The introduction also furnishes oppor- 
tunity for the suggestion questions which will help create 
“unfinished business" for the discussion, 


this connection may note other devices methods fos- 
tering discussion, Among these, especially for teachers, are 

the use question boxes, role playing and forums day several 
days before the film showing. Still another, which shocks some 
who have film libraries and can envisage physical damage 
our stock, that stopping the projector from time time 
predetermined strategic places, provide opportunity for discus- 
sion before the film goes block discussion providing all 
the answers. When this done, probably good idea run 
the film through again without stopping that continuity can 
established. 


The second rule this: When the showing complete, and the 
lights are again, allow few moments for the audience re- 
turn reality and adjust. possible, change the seating 
more informal arrangement than was set for the screening. Then, 
use every possible device create permissive atmosphere, 
trying make the audience feel that they may ask any questions 
they want ask, discuss anything that interests them without 
being bound the express content the film stifled the 
authoritarianism the leader. The informal and relaxed at- 
titude the leader will help. 


The leader may start the discussion harking back his intro- 
duction the film and asking for comments the ideas prin- 
ciples scenes told the audience watch for, reference 
the question box, the earlier role playing forum 


The last rule this: The leader should attempt identify in- 
dividuals the audience who are disturbed the film, who harbor 
repressed antagonism fears, and give these people oppor- 
tunity for release. The necessity for this grows out one aspect 
the making family life films commonly ignored minimized. 
many these films cut pretty close the bone for least 
some individuals every audience, 


The better the film, fact, according any criteria, the more 
apt involve the individual viewer through identification and 
projection, more the individual involved, the greater 
will his need for release some sort. The truly great family 
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life films provide this release themselves, through humor 
direct comment, But most frequently films increase the 
pressure disturbed viewers apparently finishing all the 
business and tying neat package. 


Perhaps these three requirements successful film showing 
and discussion appear discouragingly true 
that they involve mastery and much practice. But once 
the basic principles are recognized and accepted, the skills will 
grow and the practice will least not dull exercise. 


Dates remember: 


March 26, 1955 Annual meeting the 
Pacific Northwest Conference Family Relations, 
Dr. Brock Chisholm, formerly Head 
World Health Organization, featured speaker and 


March 26, 1955 Annual state meeting the 
Oregon Home Economics Association, Portland State 
College. Some joint sessions with the Pacific North- 
west 
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RECENTLY ADDED BROWN TRUST LIBRARY 


Berrill, 
SEX AND THE NATURE THINGS, Dodd, Meade 
Written for those who have some interest sex and the 


nature things but who are otherwise not biologically in- 
formed. 


Bossard, James H.S. 
PARENT AND CHILD, Univ. Pennsylvania, 
research study behavior patterns family members, 


Burgess, Wallin, Paul 
ENGAGEMENT AND MARRIAGE, Lippincott, 1953 
organized presentation research findings, published 
and unpublished, upon the nature and role factors mak- 
ing for success and failure marriage. 


Carmichael, Leonard, ed. 
MANUAL CHILD PSYCHOLOGY, Wiley Sons, 
compendium authoritative information for the 
student. 


Cartwright, Dorwin Zander, Alvin 
GROUP DYNAMICS--RESEA RCH AND THEORY, Rowe, Rterson 
Comprehensive up-to-date statement the methods and 
findings research group dynamics, 


Henry, George W., M.D. 
SEX VARIANTS, Hoeber Inc., 
study homosexual patterns. Collection materials re- 
lating the development and practice the sex life the 
sex variant, 


ANALYZING AND PREDICTING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
WITH THE MMPI, Univ. Minnesota, 
study the personality patterns juvenile delinquents 
indicated the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality In- 
ventory. 
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KEEPING WITH BOOKS 


James, William 
THE PRINCIPLES Dover, 


Kaplan, Jerome 
SOCIAL PROGRAM FOR OLDER PEOPLE, Univ. 
Minnesota, 
Handbook suggestions what community social and 
service programs can for older adults, 


JOBS AFTER RETIREMENT, Holt Co., 
Seeks answer the problem the older person who 
finds retirement either too costly too deadening, 
both, and who income within the limitations 
health and time. 


Nichtenhauser, A.; Coleman, L.; Ruhe, 
FILMS PSYCHIATRY, PSYCHOLOGY and MENTAL 
Health Education Council, 
Establishes some guiding principles concerning motion 
pictures psychiatry, psychology and mental 


Pillay, Ellis, Albert, eds. 
SEX, SOCIETY and the Journal Sex- 
ology, cl953. 
Selected papers from Marriage Hygiene and the Inter- 
national Journal 


GROUP PSYCHOTHERAPY, Harvard University, cl953. 
Methods, dynamics and results group therapy with 
neurotics and schizophrenics; two-year study team 
twenty-nine psychiatrist, psychologists and social 
workers, 


Powers, Witmer, Helen 
PREVENTION Cambridge Univ., 
Formulates program crime prevention and bold- 
seeks evaluate the success this program prac- 


Topping, Wesley 
THE FAMILY MODERN MARRIAGE, Bouregy Curl, 
Aim relieve some the current anxiety about modern 
marriage, report non-technical language what research 
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scientists know about the adjustments, and tell the story 
the rise the new family counseling services and other 
aids successful marriage. 


Walker, Kenneth 
LIVING YOUR LATER YEARS, Oxford University, 
description English doctor the changing char- 
acteristics the older years and what about them. 


Westwood, Gordon 
SOCIETY AND THE HOMOSEXUAL, Dutton, 
This book attempt evaluate the social implications 
homosexuality. 


ROOTS Blakiston Co., 
scientific formulation the art psychotherapy. 


White, 
LIVES PROGRESS, Dryden, 
Book intended provide brief introduction the 
natural growth personality through three case histories, 


CHILD TRAINING AND PERSONALITY. Yale Univ., 
cross-cultural survey societies and the way which 
their widely-differing child-training practices influence per- 
sonality 


RECENTLY ADDED THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PORTLAND 


Arthur, 
HOW HELP OLDER PEOPLE, Lippincott, 
positive approach the problems which confront older 
people, and the younger persons who must care for 
Realistic, but affirmative 


Barron, 
THE JUVENILE DELINQUENT SOCIETY. Knopf, 
Designed for use text courses juvenile delin- 
quency and criminology. For the student and 


Bullock, Adeline 
PARENT's MAGAZINE BOOK FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS 
McGraw-Hill, 
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dealing with all phases pregnancy and birth, 


Burgess, 
COURTSHIP, ENGAGEMENT AND MARRIAGE, Lippin- 
cott, 
popular summation the conclusions reached 
the Burgess-Wallin study marriage predictability. 
The statistical data appeared 1953. 


Laycock, 
QUESTIONS PARENTS ASK, Ryerson Press, 
series talks given the School for Parents series 
the Canadian Broadcasting Covers 
allowances, school, comics, sex, manners, etc, 
Definitely popular rather than scientific approach. 


Podolsky, Edward 
THE JEALOUS CHILD, The Philosophical Library, 
survey many the conditions which tend ag- 
gravate For the layman. 


Rose, 
THE GENTLE Houghton Mifflin, 
the author Room for One More, this tells the 
three years, learned bridge the gap between his war- 
filled childhood and the happiness family life well- 
adjusted home situation. 
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